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E.O. 11652: N/- 
TAGS: MOPS RH BC 

SUB J : THREE BATSWANA KILLED INSIDE RHODESIA 

1 . GOB ANNOUNCED JUNE 21 THAT THREE BATSWANA FROM ZWENSHAMBE 
VILLAGE IN NORTHEAST DISTRICT WERE KILLED BY RHODESIAN SECURITY 
FORCES JUNE 16. DAILY NEWS ARTICLE ON INCIDENT STATES THAT 
THREE BATSWANA WERE COLLECTING FIREWOOD ON RHODESIAN SIDE 

OF BORDER. ARTICLE ALLEGES THAT KILLING AGAIN DEMONSTRATES 
"CALLOUSNESS" OF RHODESIAN FORCES AND ADVISES BATSWANA TO KEEP 
WELL AWAY FROM RHODESIA BORDER. 

2. GOB ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY TIBONE TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
RHODESIAN SIDE CLAIMS BATSWANA WERE ENGAGED IN CATTLE RUSTLING 
WHEN ATTACKED BY SECURITY FORCES. HE SAID GOB'S INFORMATION 
FROM THEIR VILLAGE IS THAT THE MEN WERE COLLECTING FIREWOOD, 

BUT GOB ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THEY SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ON RHODESIAN 
SIDE OF BORDER. ACCORDING TO TIBONE, RHODESIA/BOTSWANA BORDER 
IS FENCED AT AREA WHERE CROSSING OCCURRED, ALTHOUGH IT IS 
NOT FENCED FURTHER SOUTH WHERE ONLY SHASHE RIVER DIVIDES THE 
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TWO COUNTRIES. HOWEVER, TIBONE TOLD US GOB IS CONSTRUCTING 
VETERINARY FENCE ALONG SHASHE RIVER BOUNDARY SO THAT ENTIRE 
BORDER WILL BE FENCED. 

3. COMMENT: THIS INCIDENT IS ANOTHER INDICATION THAT, 

DESPITE RHODESIAN PROCLAMATION OF "NO-GO" ZONE, PEOPLE 
ON BOTH SIDES OF BORDER CONTINUE TO CROSS BOUNDARY AS 
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THEY TRADITIONALLY HAVE DONE. AS LONG AS SUCH CONTACTS 
CONTINUE, BATSWANA ARE LIKELY TO CONTINUE TO BECOME 
CASUALTIES OF RHODESIAN WAR. 

NORLAND 
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